






















146 WITH LAWRENCE IN ARABIA 

fashion, insisted on having his share. 
handed him a Persian carpet and a 
cavalry sword. 

So Lawrenc1 
fancy Turkisl 

Shereefs Ali and Abdullah also played an impor 
tant part in the raids on the Hedjaz Railway and ir 
the capture of great convoys of Turkish camels neaJ 
Medina. In 1917 Lawrence and his associates, ir 
cooperation with Feisal, Ali, Abdullah, and Zeid 
blew up twenty-five Turkish trains, tore up fifteer 
thousand rails, and destroyed fifty-seven bridges anc 
culverts. During the eighteen months that he lee 
the Arabs, they dynamited seventy-nine trains anc 
bridges! It is a remarkable fact that he participated 
in only one such expedition that turned out unsatis· 
factorily. General Allenby, in one of his reports, 
said that Colonel Lawrence had made train-wrecking 
the national sport of Arabia! 

Later in the campaign, near Deraa, the most im· 
portant railway-junction south of Damascus, Law· 
renee touched off one of his tulips under the driving· 
wheels of a particularly long and heavily armed train. 
It turned out that Djemal Pasha, the commander· 
in-chief of the Turkish armies, was on board with 
nearly a thousand troops. Djemal hopped out of 
his saloon and, followed by all his staff, jumped into 
a ditch. 

Lawrence had less than sixty Bedouins with him, 
but all were members of his personal body-guard and 
famous fighters. In spite of the overwhelming odds, 
the young Englishman and his .Arabs fought a 








